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Vicar of RoTuwe LL, in Northamptonſhire, and N RATS. 1 


TO Mess xs. AL SOP AND BRIGHT, 


THE WORTHY CHURCHWARDENS 


OF TEMPLE, 
THIS DISCOURSE 
(PUBLISHED AT THE PARTICULAR 
REQUEST OF THE CONGREGATION) 


IS RESPECTFULLY INSCRIBED 


BY 
THEIR MOST OBEDIENT 
HUMBLE SERVANT, 


POWELL SAMUEL CRICHE. 


Eccleſiaſtes, Chap. vii. Verſe iſt. 


A GOOD NAME IS BETTER THAN PRE 


clous OINTMENT, AND THE Day of 
DEATH THAN THE Day or ONE'S 
BikTH. 


MONG all the noble Qualities, 
which adorn Mankind, there is not 
one more excellent in itſelf, more noble 


in the ſight of others, or more to be 


defired than a good name. — There is 
nothing that more univerſally ſtrikes the 
mind with admiration, or more forcibly 
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engages the heart with affection. Not 
only among thoſe who move in a higher 
rank of life, but with thoſe alſo who walk 
in an inferior ſtation: it is a gem of ſo 
ineſtimable a value, that the whole trea- 
ſures of the Indies are not equal to its 
worth. Men of worthy and exalted 
charaQters in life, have ever a ſecret de- 
ſire to have their good name held in ho- 
norable remembrance, when they are 
dead. And though my brethren, we ſhall 
not know the good that is ſaid of us, when 
we are incloſed within the dark confines 
of the grave, yet it is an inducement to 
holineſs and purity of life, to be aſſured 
of it while we are upon earth ; and to find 
by experience, that the good performers 
upon this ſtage of life, quit it with honor, 
and leave to future generations an ever 
memorable teſtimony of their virtuous 
deeds. The good name which a man ſe- 
cures by a religious life, is ſo laſting and 
| honorable that it cauſes his memory to 
0 


1 
be univerſally reſpected and mentioned 
with the higheſt veneration, when he has 


taken leave of all ſublunary enjoyments; 


which verifies the aſſertion of Solomon, 
that a good name is better than precious omtment. 
For the ointment which he here alludes to 
was a compoſition of ſpices and aromatic 
herbs uſed in anointing and embalming 
dead bodies to preſerve them. But to ac- 
quire a good name while we live and 
when we die, will be of infinitely grea- 
ter advantage to us, than the preſervation 
of our bodies after death. 


Having then, in ſome meaſure ſhewn 
the truth of Solomon's firſt aſſertion in the 
text, that 4 good name is better than precious 
ontment ; — I ſhall now endeavour to prove 
in the next place, the veracity of the ſe- 
cond, — That the day of death, is better than 
the day of one's birth. 


To 
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To the pious and devout Chriſtian, this 
will require no arduous talk to prove. 
For he whoſe views are fixed beyond this 
world, and looks forward to a glorious 
immortality, where . eternal joys are laid 
up in ſtore for the true ſervants of Chriſt, 


muſt acknowledge that the day that con- 


ducts him to the participation of that hap- 
pineſs muſt be preferable to all others. 


We all know by ſad experience, that the 


day of birth introduces us into a world, 


| where we are liable to various afflictions, 


and where we muſt meet with many ca- 


lamities. It is the decree of God, 


the ſentence pronounced on Adam, in 
conſequence of the original tranſgreſſion, 
® Curſed is the ground for thy fake; in ſorrow 


halt thou eat of it all the days of thy life. 


Thorns alſo and thifiles ſhall it bring forth to 


thee : and thou ſhalt eat of the herb of the field. 


In the ſweat of thy face ſhall thou eat bread, til! 
FROM r return unto the ground. 


And 


* Gen. il, ver. 17, 18, 19. 


(9) 

And fince this is the caſe, it is our im- 
portant buſineſs, to extend our proſpett be- 
yond this tranſitory ſcene, and conſole our- 
ſelves whilſt we are in this vale of tears and 
troubles, that there 1s a time coming, when 
(if it is not our own fault) we ſhall be freed 
from all the afflictions of frail mortality. 
If we have a firm belief in the doctrine of 
Chriſt and accompany that belief with an 
holy obedience to the precepts of his bleſ- 
ſed Goſpel, and die in that faith, we ſhall 
then truly find, the day of death, of all 
days the moſt happy. 


For bleſſed are all they, that die in the 
| Lord, they reſt from their labours and their 
works do follow them. They then are de- 
livered from the ſorrows and afflictions of 
human life and ſhall reap the happy recom- 

pence of their good deeds done in the 
body, and be made partakers of all thoſe 
bleſſings God hath promiſed to them, whb 
by patient continuance in well doing, ſeek 
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for glory and honor and immortality. And 


what a mighty conſolation is this, for every 


ſincere Chriſtian; to reflect that however 
great, his conflicts are with the world, yet 
e'er long, they will finally cloſe; that 
though now he is toſſed too and fro, upon 
the tempeſtuous ocean of human life, yet he 
has through the eye of faith a happy land 
in view, and that there is a day coming, 
when he ſhall be ſafely harboured beyond 
the reach of ſtorm and tempeſt. Greater 


encouragements to a holy and religious life, 


can no man have or wiſh for, than thoſe 
the Goſpel offers. There we are told that 


if we have our fruit unto holineſs, our end 


ſhall be everlaſting life ; and that there re- 


maineth a reſt for the people of God. 


Having therefore ſuch promiſes, dearly 
beloved, let us cleanſe ourſelves from all 
filthineſs of fleſh and ſpirit, perfecting ho- 
Fneſs in the fear of God: the more per- 


#8ly holy we are on earth, the more 


compleatly 


611 


compleatly bleſſed ſhall we be in Heaven, 


God hath promiſed, and he will perform. 
He is faithful, and we may reſt aſſured 
that he will remember and reward our 
| work of faith, and labour of love, and pa- 
tience of hope in our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
and that in due ſeaſon we ſhall all reap, if 
we faint not. , Noble, great and glorious 
are the rewards prepared for the true ſer- 
vants of Jeſus Chriſt in the world to come. 


But how great, or how glorious, none of 


us can tell. It 1s ſufficient, however, that 
the goſpel hath aſſured us in general terms, 
that when this frail life ſhall end, death 


will introduce us, if we are faithful ſtew- 


ards of the grace given to us, into another 
country, where there are joys unſpeakable 


and full of glory; ſuch as eye hath not 


ſeen, nor ear heard, neither hath it enter- 
ed into the heart of man to conceive.— 


Then ſhall we find by happy experience, 


that the day of death is better than the day 
of birth, becauſe it leads to conqueſt and a 
. „ - gowns 
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crown ; to happineſs and eaſe ſuperlative- 


ly great. 


Every degree of care and aſſiduity, in 
the ſervice of God, is requiſite on our part. 
It is a debt of gratitude we owe him, for 
the innumerable benefits we have received 
at his hands. Let us then ever make it 
our conſtant ſtudy and delight, to walk in 
the path of his commandments, perfetting 
holineſs in the fear of God. Let us always 


have our converſation as becometh the 


goſpel of Chriſt, following the example, of 
that pious and devout Chriſtian, our late 


departed Brother, who is now gone to 
_ everlaſting glory. 


Permit me then, my beloved brethren, 
by way of application to this diſcourſe, to 
give you a ſhort trait, of the charatter of 
that excellerit man, the late worthy and 
benevolent Vicar of this pariſh, whom we 
1 5 all 


(1h) 


all knew, and whom, all that knew him 


well, did highly honor and eſteem. 


Religion, charity, and liberality, were 
the diſtinguiſhing virtues of his life. His 
tender, affable and endearing manners, 
were the beſt proofs of the genuine good- 
| neſs of his heart. The ſubje& of his 
moſt zealous attention, ſeems to have ever 
been the great cauſe of his Lord and Maſ- 
ter Jeſus Chriſt—-He went about con- 
tinually doing good. 


His real worth was truly ſubſtantial, 
without ſtudying appearances; rich in 
works of charity and benevolence, and he 
might be truly ſaid, in the ſtrict ſenſe of the 
word, to be the Father of the poor.— When 
the ear heard him, then it bleſſed him; 

and when the eye ſaw him, it gave witneſs 
to him; becauſe he delivered the poor 
| that cried, and the fatherleſs, and him. that 
had none to help him. The bleſſing of 

him, 
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5 
him, that was ready to periſh, came upon 
him ; and he cauſed the widow's heart to 


ſing for joy. The meek and candid Chriſ- 


tian appeared eminently in him. For he 


was a man of univerſal charity, a zealous 


and ſteady friend to the eſtabliſhed church, 
yet without bigotry, for he thought can- 


didly of all, and ſpoke diſadvantageouſly 


of none, not even of thoſe who differed 
from him in ſome points of dodtrine; for 
his heart overflowed with love and gra- 
titude to God his Saviour, for the full, free 
and univerſal ſalvation, wrought out for all 
mankind by Jeſus Chriſt, He was meek 
and gentle in his nature, and deteſted all 


thoughts of perſecution as entirely repug- 


nant to the goſpel of Chriſt. Gentle and 
deliberate meaſures were beſt ſuited to his 


heavenly diſpoſition; and thoſe (if any 
ſuch there are) who entertain a different | 


opinion of him, I can ſafely ſay, they ne- 
ver had the happineſs of knowing him. In 
the days of his health and ſtrength an unat- 


feted 
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fected chearfulneſs and ſerenity of mind, 


were conſpicuouſly | blended in him, and 


during his laſt illneſs which was a very long 


and painful one, he was never heard to 


murmur or complain, but ſubmitted him- 


ſelf with patience and calm compoſure of 


mind, to the will of his heavenly Father, 


humbly truſting in his divine mercy to de- 
liver him in his due time. Jeſus Chriſt the 


righteous was the rock on which his faith 


was built ; and his faith was ſo ſtrongly 
built upon that rock, that no pains of body 


or afflictions of mind could ever ſhake it. 


The intereſt he had ſecured in the merits 
of a crucified Redeemer, ſweetened the ma- 
ny trials and afflictions he met with upon 
5 earth. It eaſed his bed of ſickneſs, and 


made the proſpett of een diſſoluti- 


on truly comfortable. 


Thus armed againſt the all- conquering 
tyrant, he departed this world, in the full 


bloſſom of his days, full of faith and good 


works, 
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works, and is now gone to the heavenly 
Jeruſalem there to offer to his Almighty 
Father a whole life laid out, or rather 
worn out in his ſervice. You, my belov- 
ed Brethren, know much better than my 
poor abilities are able to point out, the in- 
trinſic worth of this excellent good man. 
You all, know how ſtrenuous he has ever 
been in the cauſe of Chriſt; how often 
he has invited you from this Pulpit, to ſe- 
cure your eternal happineſs, and declared 
to you the happy means of doing it; how 
often he has adminiſtered to you at that ſa- 
cred altar the bread of life and cup of bleſ- 
fing. 58 85 


But alas! His invitations now are finiſh= 
ed. Conſigned to the grave, he can no 
more invite you to be happy. That tongue 
which has ſo often declared to you the glad 
tidings of the goſpel now lies for ever ſi- 
lent; thoſe hands which have ſo often ad- 
miniſtered to you the holy Sacraments, now 


lie 


E 


lie ſtiff and uſeleſs; thoſe feet which were 


ever occupied in running the way of God's 
commandments, are now cold as marble 


and inactive; thoſe eyes which were ever 


ready to look down with pity and compaſſi- 
on upon the poor, are now cloſed in death 
and darkneſs. 


Farewel then thou much eſteemed and 


worthy friend! Farewel, thou truly pious 
and now happy man! Farewel, thou friend 
to poverty and wretchedneſs! Farewel, 


thou debtors comforter and priſoners hope. 


No more canſt thou plead the cauſe of 
the fatherleſs and widow; no more redreſs 

the wrongs of injured orphans. We now 
are parted to meet no more on earth. 
| Weep then O my Chriſtian Brethren, 


weep for yourſelves; for you have abun- 


dant cauſe. You have loſt a Father, a 


| BenefaQtor, and a Friend. But weep not 


for him, he needs not your lamentations ; 
he is ſafe arrived, beyond the reach of fin 
and ſorrow. He is ſafely landed in thoſe 


53 happy 


0 
happy regions, where diſtreſs and pain are 
ſtrangers; where all tears are wiped away 
and death itſelf is ſwallowed up in victory. 
Happy beyond expreſſion, happy is the 
preſent ſtate of our departed Friend. No 
longer ſenſible of the miſeries of this life, 


he now enjoys eternal happineſs in Heaven. 


Take comfort then, he 1s gone but a little 
while before and we are following with nim- 
ble ſteps. We are all haſtening with a ra- 
pid progreſs to the filent tomb. May we 
all live the life of the righteous, and then 


we may reſt aſſured that our laſt end ſhall 


be like his. Then, ſhall we all meet toge- 
ther, neyer to be ſeparated more, in that 
happy kingdom, where our dear Brother 
now fits ſmiling at the dangers he has paſt, 
and bleſſing that God who has broogh him 

fately through them. 


While therefore we venerate the eleva- 
tion of our departed Friend's character, let 
us be particularly cautious to cultivate thoſe 
virtues which rendered him worthy to ſuſ- 


tain 


1 90 


tain it. Let us remember that the righte- 


ous alone, will be had in everlaſting re- 
membrance ; that good men only are the 
peculiar choſen of God, 


Let us therefore ever hold faſt our integ- 
rity, and never quit our faith and hope of 
the Divine aſſiſtance, however ſevere the 
trial or powerful the temptation. Let us 
repoſe an unreſerved truſt in God; then 
when afflitions preſs hard upon us, we may 
cheer our drooping hearts, and when over- 
whelmed with grief, whether for the loſs 
of friends or loſs of fortune, look up with 
confidence to God for ſuccour. Let none 
of us then, my dear Brethren, ſorrow as 
men without hope, for our Friends that die 
in the Lord, but conſider that the greateſt 
honor we can ſhew to the memory of a re- 
ſpected friend, is, to live as we may preſume 
he would wiſh, if alive. And certain am 
1, that if our departed Brother could now 
addreſs us from the tomb, he would ear- 


neſtly entreat us not to grieve too much for 
him. N 1 
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Let us then lay aſide all fruitleſs ſorrow 
and immoderate grief; let us follow his ex- 


ample in holineſs of life and uptightneſs of 
converſation ; let us do all the good we ean 
in our generation; then, and not till then, 

ſhall we experience that ealm compoſers of 
mind and glorious hope, which are the 
firm ſupport of every true believer in 
Chriſt. el SHEA 1 G0 18 141 
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